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May 8, 2020 
 
 
 
Dear SCPS Families and Staff, 
 
I hope everyone enjoyed a productive and engaging week. The staff and administration at Stafford County 
Public Schools (SCPS) are looking forward to many things that I am happy to share with you in this letter.  
 
Graduation  
Cap and gown distribution for our seniors is scheduled for May 18-22, 2020. School principals will contact 
seniors to discuss the distribution plans for their schools. We are continuing with our plans for a live 
graduation ceremony on August 1, 2020, while considering a contingent ceremony if we are not allowed to 
gather in large groups. 
 
I would like to remind the Class of 2020 that if you were on track to graduate, you will graduate. Your 
diploma is dated May 30, 2020, and you will receive it in a timely manner. Each of you has worked hard, 
demonstrating a commitment that deserves celebration, and I applaud your efforts. 
 
Transition to Summer Learning 
May 29, 2020 is the final formal day of school for the 2019-2020 year. We are beginning our transition to 
virtual summer learning opportunities. High School new credit and repeat credit course registration, to 
include 8th grade algebra, geometry, and world languages, is open today through June 5, 2020. Middle and 
Elementary opportunities are provided by invitation beginning June 8, 2020.  
 
Elementary and Middle Schools will offer two sessions of virtual summer learning opportunities this year 
in order to accommodate student needs. The first session for virtual summer learning will take place June 8-
25, 2020 and the second session will occur July 13-30, 2020. Online classes will take place Monday-
Thursday during each session. Your child’s school will invite students based on teacher recommendations.  
 
Three opportunities for High School summer learning have been developed to meet 
the needs of high schoolers impacted by the COVID-19 school closures. High school Recovery Learning 
will begin on May 13, 2020 as communicated by your High School Principal. 
 

• New Course Credit:  May 20 - July 24 
• Repeat Course Credit:  June 8 - July 24 
• Recovery Learning (4th Quarter):  May 13 - June 2, June 8 - June 26, June 29 - July 17  

 
Middle school students who are enrolled in high school courses can participate in new course credit or 
recovery learning in Algebra, Geometry, and World Language. Principals will send an email to parents of 
students currently enrolled in these classes.  
 
Students with IEPs, 504s, or other learning needs will have access to their specific accommodations when 
participating in these summer learning opportunities. IEP meetings for high school students, if necessary, 
will be scheduled with parents.  
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K-12 English Language learners will have opportunities to partake in content-based learning experiences 
this summer. Students will be provided with support to meet their language acquisition needs. English 
learner newcomers (students who have been in the country for two years or less and have lower English 
proficiency) will have the opportunity to participate in a class that focuses on developing social and 
academic communication skills. These programs are scheduled to begin June 8, 2020. Check the summer 
school learning website for more information. 
 
To facilitate summer learning, SCPS will provide additional Chromebooks to students in the coming weeks. 
Please visit the SCPS website regularly for details and updates, to include registration information and other 
opportunities for these online sessions. If you have further questions regarding these virtual summer 
learning opportunities please contact your child’s principal. For assistance in Arabic, Dari, Farsi, French, 
Pashto, Spanish, or Urdu, please call the Family Access Resource Line at (571) 492-9270. 
 
School Recovery Taskforce 
Last week I established a Return to School Recovery Taskforce (Taskforce) to help us plan for the opening 
of the 2020-2021 school year. This Taskforce, made up of educators, parents, and community members, is 
focusing on five specific areas: Academic; Equity; Finance, Operations, and System Recovery; Social 
Emotional; and Staff Support, Retention, and Recruitment. The Taskforce will help develop various plans 
for when and how we can open based on Governor Northam and the Virginia Department of Education 
(VDOE) mandates or recommendations.    
 
In addition, we are creating contingency plans in case we have disruptions during the school year due to 
COVID-19. Although there remains a lack of clarity on issues related to when schools can open and under 
what parameters, I want you to know that our decisions will follow recommended medical guidelines. This 
may mean taking extra precautions to ensure the safety of our students and staff, returning to our buildings 
in phases after guidance is provided. 
 
With Appreciation 
Please continue interacting with, encouraging, and engaging your students and families, remembering that 
boundaries and personal wellness are important. While I know it is tempting to schedule meetings in the 
evening or on weekends, please maintain normal business hours. 
 
As always, I thank everyone for their continued support and appreciate the many positive comments that I, 
along with other educators, have received. This truly remains a fluid situation and a learning time for all of 
us. However, the best organizations learn to adapt to the conditions that are in front of them and seek ways 
to improve. I believe we are making the necessary changes in a strategic and well thought out manner, and 
our school system will be stronger because of these actions. The partnership between the school system and 
families has been very rewarding to observe, and our focus remains on supporting our children. Together 
we are #SCPSStrong.  
 
I wish a Happy Mother’s Day to all the moms out there. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Scott R. Kizner, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 
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